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SUBJECT: ITALIAN CONCERN ABOUT SOVIET REQUEST FOR SHIP REPAIR 
FACILITIES IN NAPLES. 
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REF: USNATO 03738 

THER WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE ADVANTAGE IN HAVING ITALIANS 
TAKE THE LEAD IN RAISING ISSUE OF SOVIET SHIP REPAIR FACILITIES 
IN NAPLES. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES THAT DOES NOT SEEM LIKELY. 
ALTHERNATIVELY, WE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED A LOWER KEY DISCUSSION 
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IN A LESS FORMALLY FOCUSSED FORUM THAN THAT PROPOSED BY CATALANO. 
HOWEVER, LACKING THOSE ALTHERNATIVES WE WOULD ENDORCE 
RESPONDING TO CATALANO'S PLEA, IF IT CAN BE ARRANGED, BEARING 
IN MIND WHAT ITALIAN OBJECTIVES IN SUCH A MEETING PROBABLY ARE. 
ITALIAN NAVY CHIEF, AND MINISTRY OF DEFENSE GENERALLY, HAVE 
TOLD US REPEATEDLY OF THEIR STRONG OPPOSITION TO GRANTING 
REPAIR FACILITIES IN NAPLES-OR OTHER ITALIAN PORTS 
HEAVILY USED BY NATO NAVAL VESSELS-AND HAVE URGED US TO 
TAKE THE SAME POSITION WITH THE GOI. FYI, WHILE ITALIANS 
WERE MAKING THESE STAEMENTS MIDEASTFOR FLAGSHIP WAS REPORTEDLY 
IN DRYDOCK AT NAPLES NEXT TO A SOVIET MERCHANT SHIP. END FYI. 

AT THE SAME TIME, ITALIANS ARE WELL AWARE THAT RUSSIAN 
MERCHANT VESSELS UNDERGO REPAIRS IN U.S. AND OTHER ALLIED 
PORTS WITH SOME FREQUENCY. WHILE ONE ITALIAN MOTIVE BEHIND 
CATALANO'S REQUEST IS TO OBTAIN A STRONG ALLIED POSTION ON 
NAPLES (PLUS TARANTO AND POSSIBLY LA SPEZIA) IN ORDER TO STIFFEN 
HIS GOVERNMENT'S RESISTANCE TO SOVIET PRESSURES AND THE PRESUMED 
LIKELY PRESSURE FROM THE MAYOR OF NAPLES, IT IS NOT INCONCEIVABLE 
THAT THE ITALIANS ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR AN ALLIED BLESSING 
ON THE POSSIBLE OFFERING OF OTHER ITALIAN PORTS TO THE USSR 
FOR MERCHANT SHIP REPAIRS. 

IN RECENT CALL ON AMBASSADOR GARDNER, UK AMBASSADOR CAMPBELL 
INDICATED THAT HE WAS REPORTING TO LONDON ON THE SOVIET REQUEST 
FOR REPAIR FACILITIES IN NAPLES. HE THEN SURMISED THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT WOULD NO DOUBT SUPPORT ANY U.S. INITIATIVE FOR A 
DISCUSSION OF THE TOPIC IN AN APPROPRIATE ALLIED GATHERING 
SECRET 
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AND HE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT IT DO SO. GARDNER 


SECRET 
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